Ix           The Referendum in Belgium

in society. The extension of the franchise will perhaps
modify their position; it will accentuate the sub-
divisions. No one, however, expects a radical change
to take place in their composition from one day
to another. The tendency is for tho two existing
currents to continue to be the dominant currents
for a long time to come without any mingling of
the waters.

The advocates of the referendum do not seem to
understand the necessity for the existence of parties,
and seem also to have no fear of the influence these
same parties will exercise upon general opinion. Let
us examine the argument advanced with such fre-
quency that it comes only second to the argument
we have just examined in connection with the King.
They say "that the referendum must have been in-
vented, even if it did not already exist, in Switzerland,
that it is indispensable to a representative organisa-
tion, and that it is a happy complement of the right
of dissolution." If the nation and the parliamentary
majority bo out of harmony, it is essential, so they
maintain, to find out the points on which the two
differ. If these points prove to be numerous, or if
there be a general disagreement, the dissolution of
Parliament must ensue. If the nation and Parliament
be merely at variance on some special question, the
referendum is the necessary remedy, the people will be
consulted on the one subject, isolated from all others,
and the issues will be precisely and openly stated. A
dissolution leads to a discussion of persons and pro-
grammes; the referendum abolishes personal pre-
ferences, and restricts the debates to the examination
of a particular law. A referendum and a dissolution